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PLANT CONSERVATION COURSE 

NORPART project (Building knowledge for sustainable biodiversity 

conservation, from virtual learning to hands-on experience). 

The Makerere University Herbarium, Department of Plant Sciences, Microbiology and 

Biotechnology, under its NORPART funded project will host a graduate level course in Plant 

Conservation from 18th to 28th October. This course was designed by a team of experts in botany, 

from various project partner countries including; Addis Ababa University, Kenyatta University, 

National Museums of Kenya (herbarium section), University of Zululand, University of Dar es 

Salaam, Makerere University, University of Zimbabwe, National Herbarium & Botanical garden 

(SRGH) of Zimbabwe, and the Natural History Museum (herbarium section) of the University of 

Oslo. This course has already been accredited in Norway and is currently running at the University 

of Oslo (https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ibv/BIOS5219/index-eng.html). Partner 

institutions are free to adopt the course if it suits their curricular. 

The course is held once a year on a rotational basis across the partner institutions. The first time it 

was hosted by Addis Ababa University, the second by the University of Oslo, and now it is turn 

for Makerere to host it!  

The detailed course content includes the following topics;  

1. Habitat loss,  

2. fragmentation and restoration,  

3. People & conservation,  

4. Conservation assessments,  

5. Conservation genetics,  

6. Measuring biodiversity,  

7. Conservation in practice,  

8. Conservation and politics,  

9. and Conservation in times of climate change.  

The course will be attended by graduate students of Makerere University (with background 

training in plant science related fields), together with Norwegian students from the University of 

Oslo. The course will mainly be conducted at the Makerere University Biological Field Station at 

Kanyawara, in Kibale National Park, and partly at the herbarium.  

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/matnat/ibv/BIOS5219/index-eng.html
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Project summary 

The project’s primary objective is to improve the quality of plant biodiversity education in partner 

institutions through international mobility for young biodiversity researchers, who are imparted 

with the most up-to-date skills and knowledge in plant biodiversity, lab, and fieldwork. Through 

two-way (North-South) student and staff mobility the project promotes student exchanges 

combined with virtual mobility, supports student fieldwork in partner countries, develops courses 

in plant biodiversity and scientific writing (which can be integrated into the partner’s existing 

curricula), and creates novel virtual methods in teaching. Participation of relevant key stakeholders 

outside of the network are encouraged. This enhances dissemination of our research and teaching 

methods, as well as providing our students with the necessary contacts to be prepared for 

competitive careers in the academia, NGOs and public sector, in positions working with the 

management and conservation of biodiversity. An enhanced dissemination program with active 

student participation provides our students with a holistic training program. The project’s vision 

is to create a long-term international network with over 100 young and established researchers 

between the partner countries. The majority of teaching materials are made available on a free e-

learning platform. The project is thus rooted in UN sustainability goals aimed at no poverty, quality 

education for all, gender equality, and life on land. 


